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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, CZ, US 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL CONTROLS 

REFS: A) PRAGUE 2266 

B) PRAGUE 3115 

C) PRAGUE 107 

1. REFTEL A SET FORTH EMBASSY'S RECOMMENDATION, AND RATIONALE 
THEREFOR, THAT RECIPROCAL TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS ON U.S. AND 
CZECHOSLOVAK DIPLOMATS BE ABOLISHED. IN ADDITION TO CON- 
SIDERATIONS OUTLINED IN THAT MESSAGE, I BELIEVE THAT OUR 
POSITION IN THE WAKE OF LONG-GRAVEL AMENDMENT MAKES IT 
EVEN MORE DESIRABLE THAT WE MOVE FORWARD ON THIS. 

2. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS WELL AWARE, CZECHOSLOVAK POSITION 
IS THAT THE NEXT MOVE ON CLAIMS AGREEMENT IS UP TO US. AS 
EMBASSY IS EQUALLY WELL AWARE (AND AS I INDICATED TO 
FOREIGN MINISTER CHNOUPEK - REF C), IT IS LIKELY TO BE SOME 
TIME BEFORE WE ARE IN POSITION TO PUT FORTH ANY PROPOSALS IN 
THAT REGARD. 
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3. GIVEN THIS SITUATION, IN CONSIDER IT MOST IMPORTANT THAT WE 
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BE ABLE TO PRESENT GOC WITH SOME EARNEST OF OUR GOOD FAITH 
AND OF OUR INTEREST IN BETTERING RELATIONS. PERHAPS THE 
ONLY AREA IN WHICH IT APPEARS POSSIBLE TO DO THAT AT THIS 
TIME IS THAT OF TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS. 

4. I WOULD REITERATE THAT SUCH A MOVE WOULD NOT ONLY BE 
BENEFICIAL TO THE CZECHOSLOVAKS BUT WOULD SERVE U.S. 

INTERESTS AS WELL. THE DEFENSE ATTACHE CONCURS IN THIS 
ASSESSMENT. I WOULD ALSO NOTE THE OBVIOUS - THAT SUCH 
RESTRICTIONS ON THE U.S. SIDE SERVE NO USEFUL PURPOSE 
WHEN THEY NO LONGER APPLY TO CERTAIN OTHER EE COUNTRIES 
WHO MUST SHARE WITH USSR WHETHER THEY LIKE IT OR NOT. 

5. DESPITE OCCASIONAL SIGNALS LAST AUTUMN THAT CZECHOSLOVAKS 
MIGHT NOT AGREE TO ABOLITION OF RESTRICTIONS IF LONG-GRAVEL 
WENT THROUGH. ZANTOVSKY INDICATED TO DCM AFTER PASSAGE 

OF AMENDMENT (REF B) THAT PROPOSAL FOR MUTUAL ABOLITION 
WOULD STILL BE VIEWED POSITIVELY. 

6. IN LIGHT OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS, I REQUEST THAT THE 
EMBASSY BE AUTHORIZED TO INITIATE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
MFA ON THE RECIPROCAL ABOLITION OF CLOSED AREAS, WITH 
SUCH ABOLITION TO BE EFFECTIVE AT THE EARLIERST MUTALLY 
AGREEABLE DATE. I UNDERSTAND THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN 
CONSIDERING VARIOUS POSSIBILITIES, INCLUDING THE POSSIBLIITY 
OF SIMULTANEOUS ACTION VIS-A-VIS HUNGARY,CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
AND BULGARIA. I ALSO REALIZE THAT MY PROPOSAL MAY RUN 
COUNTER TO THE PRESENT EE RANK ORDER. IN MY OPINION, 

HOWEVER, THE DAMAGE DONE BY LONG-GRVAEL, THE RESULTANT 
PRESENT STATE OF US-CZECHOSLOVAK RELATIONS, AND THE NECESSITY 
OF AT LEAST A MINIMAL GESTURE ON OUR PART WARRANT SUCH A 

MOVE. 
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